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LANDMARK EXECUTIVE ORDER ON FISHERIES RESOURCES 
SIGNED BY PRESIDENT CLINTON 

President Clinton gave a boost to the Nation's anglers by signing 
a precedent-setting Executive Order to strengthen fisheries 
conservation and provide for more and better recreational fishing 
opportunities. 

The Order requires Federal agencies to strengthen efforts to 
improve the quality of streams, rivers, and lakes supporting 
recreational fisheries, establishes a National Recreational 
Fisheries Coordination Council, charges the Council with 
developing a comprehensive conservation plan, calls for a new 
policy to promote compatibility between the protection of 
endangered species and recreational fisheries, and expands the 
role of the federally chartered Sport Fishing and Boating 
Partnership Council. 

"This is a huge ‘step forward for recreational fishing in this 
country," said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Mollie 
Beattie in an address during a Recreational Fishing Summit held 
June 8 in Washington, DC, and sponsored by the American 
Sportfishing Association. "The Executive Order opens up a 
treasure trove of possible partnerships that will benefit 
tomorrow's angling public.f1 

The Order, signed June 8, directs Federal agencies to identify 
degraded habitats and promote their restoration to increase 
fishing opportunities, acknowledging the key to accomplishing 
this task is through strong partnerships among Federal, state, 
and tribal governments and the private sector, including 
landowners. 

"Most importantly, the Executive Order will help get all Federal 
agencies on the same page when it comes to protecting and 
conserving valuable aquatic resources," said Director Beattie. 
"Partnerships represent our best chance at achieving meaningful 
enhancement of fisheries and increasing fishing opportunities in 
this country." 

The new Council, which will consist of representatives from the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Departments of Interior, 
Commerce, Agriculture, Defense, Transportation, and Energy, will 

(over) 

-- 
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draft a Recreational Fisheries Conservation Plan setting forth a 
S-year agenda for each of the cooperating Federal departments and 
agencies. The Council will ensure Federal agencies will consider 
the social and economic values of healthy aquatic resources that 
support recreational fisheries, recommend ways to reduce 
overlapping Federal programs, and increase information sharing. 

The Order charges the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, the two agencies responsible for 
administering the Endangered Species Act, to develop a joint 
policy to ensure consistency in the Act's administration, 
increase collaboration with other agencies and organizations, and 
increase outreach efforts on the requirements of the Act. 

The idea for the Executive Order came first from the Sport 
Fishing and Boating Partnership Council, established in 1993 to 
advise the Interior Department on recreational fishing and 
boating issues and comprised of 18 representatives from the 
private sector and state government agencies. The Order calls 
upon the Council to monitor, review, and report Federal 
activities affecting aquatic resources to the National 
Recreational Fisheries Coordination Council. 

Director Beattie also said the timing of the Order is crucial, 
citing legislation that recently passed the House of 
Representatives to revise the Clean Water Act. "The effect of 
this pending legislation on the Nation's aquatic ecosystems would 
be devastating, removing the protections that have restored 
polluted waterways and depleted fisheries around the country. We 
can't have a healthy fishery in a dying river, stream, or lake." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

June 8, 2995 

Warn grcatings tc: avarfcne Gathered 13 CC= narica's capl:'Lal 
far the Xecrtaticnal Fisheries Summit, er;cnecr:c! by th Americwa 
S~crtfiching Aalociaticn. 

America'8 lakes and wetlands, 1:s rivers and wildlifc az: 
EiIncRg cur most treaeuzad na:zral r0scufCes. Frase,rvins thla 
hericase fsr CUT cbildran requires tremenCous care, and ous 
nation's 60,000,OOO aaglars Save been an impc:xmt force behkd 
such ccnservaticc efforts fcr years. Today, ycu are among 
America’s mcst arC2xx an& effective urctectxu of these precious 
resources -- helpir,g te keep our cnvhonment safe ad clean fcr 
ali af us tc cnjny. 

T%e Ame-4car Srmr=fisSiag Association hao embraced these a a- I 
objectives, bringing tagether divesae interests tc aafequard 
fiEh, wild’ : in -m-e, and water resources. You can take great pride 
i3 knowi2s that you, 7 efforts are holpinq to conserve and enhance 
aquatic bblcats while ensuri, TQ more and better recreational 
fishing cppcr -2.2nitier for our naticn'r iiohk~ cztbeiasta. 

In c%junction with rhese effcrx, I have siqzed an 
Executive Or'-- cr Re=reatlcnal Fiaherfes t!zt will -a- . crtste a 
za:ianai poltcy fcr aquatic reacurccs. Thts c&perative vezxl;Ze 
further denosxtrates OUT Administraticn'id wnunltmenr to improving 
tSe qua.-,tiiy, fxnction, sustainable przductivizy, and distrfbuti=E 
of our ndtirm'b aqmtl.c saanyrt~ma. I am pleased that this order 
will serve bcth the anvirurrmcnL &.nd our nation's dedicated anglers. e-w 

'i&s? wiahea t.n aI1 t'ar a productive, enjcyable summit. 
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EXECUTI-d-5 ORDER 

(5) i&ntiZying recreational fishing c~?crz~zities that zrg 
limit=< by water quality and habitat tiegradzcicn and promoting 
rtS;?T- ZICE to support viable, healrhy, xk, where feasible, 
Se-A-s'. lid** 1 = --ai?ing recreationai fisheries; 

(cl - TO stering sound aquatic conserva:ioc and restoration 
endeavors to benefit recreational fisheries; 

(2) sroviding access to and promoting awareness zf : 
G~pOrCUCities for public participation and enjoyment of U.S. 
recreationzl fishery resources; 

(e) sugpoxing outreach programs desipeti i0 stimulate 
angler _ DarticiDation in the conservation az?d rts:oration of 
aquatic sys:emk; 
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(f) implemeniing laws under their purview in a manner 
that will conserve, restore, and enhance aquatic systems that 
support recreational fisheries; 

(5) establishing cost-s'nare programs, under existing 
authorities, that match or excee d Federal funds with nonfederai 
contribuiions; 

(Il.) evaluat ing ihe effec ts of Federally funded, 
per;nitted, or authorized actions on aquatic systems and 
recreational fisheries and doc*Jment those effects relative 
to the purpose of this order; and 

(i) assisting private landowners to conserve and enhance 
acuatic resources on their lands. 

Sec. 2. National Recreational Fisheries Cccrdina': -AC': 
Council. A National Rep-aationai Fisheries Cocrtination b-w 
Council ('Cot rdication Council") is hereby established. The 
Coordination Council shall COnSiSi of seven members, one metier 
desigp,ated ky each of ihe foiiowi-qg Secreiaries -- Tn+nori -7 a.---& -w- , 
Commerce, Agriculture, Z:ner->, Transportaiion, a5 Defense -- 
and one by the Administrator cf the Environmental Protection 
Agency. The Coordination Council shall: (a) ensure that the 
social and economic values of healthy aouatic systems that 

recreational fikeries are - . SLiDDOT'. -- consrcered 4v Federal - 
agencies in the course of their actions; 

(b:) reduce duplicative and cost-inefficient programs amcnc 
Federal agencies invoived in conserving or manacing recrezrioiz! 
fisiheries; 

(C: stare the lazes= resource information and manasemenz 
tec:hnologies to assist in the consemation and management of 
recreational fisheries; 

(d.) assess the impLemenTa tion of the Conservation Plan 
required under section 3 of this order; and 

(e) develop a biennial report of accomplishments of 
the Conservation Plan. 

The ~~hresentatives desizaied by the Secretaries of - -I 
Commerce and the Interior shall cochair the CGordk.ation 
Council. 

Sec. 3. Recreational Fisherv Resources Consezxati-. -. Plan. 
(a) Within 12 months of the date of this order, the Coozlinaticn 
Council, in cooperation with Federal agencies, States, and 
Tribes, and after consulting wit h the Federally chartered Sport 
Fishing and Posting Partnershic Council, shall develop a 
comprehensive Re creational Fiske&q Resources Conservation a'-- - An.;; 
("Conservation Plan"). 
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(b) 'The Conservation Plan will set forth a S-year acenda 
for Federal agencies 
in so doing, 

identified by the Coordination Council. 
the Conservation ?lan will establish, to the 

extent permitted by law and where practicable; (1) measurable 
objectives to conserve and restore aquatic systems that 
viable and healthy recreational fisher- resources, 

suppcrt 
(2) actions 

to be taken by the identified Federal agencies, (3) a method 
cf ensuring the accountability of suck 'edera agencies, and 
(4) a comprehensive mechanism to evaluate achievements. TiP 

Conservation Plan Will, to the extent praciicable, be int&ated 
with existing plans and programs, reduce duplication, and will 
include recommended actions for cooperation with States, Tribes, 
conservation groups, and the recreaticnal fisheries community. 

Snp A z. 2. Joint Policv for Administerinc the Sndanaev=; h-d 
SD~-!=S P.cr or' 1973. Ail Feeera ager,cies will k"-- aCG-SSiVeIy id-- work i0 iisntify and minimize conflicts between rtcreaiicr.al 
flsheri es --- and their respective rtsponsibiiities under the 
;ndangertt Species Act of 1973 ("ESA") (15 U.S.C. 1531 et .v . ~thin 5 months of ihe date of this order, ihe Fish and 

seq.) . 
w 
Wildlife Service and the National Mar--a Pishe-ias Service -A--- -"" 
will oromote compatibility and reduce conflicts between - 'm e 
administration o& 

i-i, 
the ESA and rnrrnat:--a: fishe-' ""_" """.. ^ 

developing 
,ies by 

a joint agency POiiCy that will; (1). ensure 
consistency in the administration of the %A between and within 
zhe two agencies, (21 promote collaborazicn with other Federal, 
State, and Tri'bai fisheries managers and (3) improve and i,qc-nase cF<orts --a b-d to inform nonfederal entities o? the 
reguirements‘of the ESA. 

a. 5. 
. c- in 

Sport Fishina and Soatizc Partnershin Council. To 
ESSl"L ihe implementation cf this -, -, the Secretary cf c--e-- 
e.. '~ierior shall expand the role of the Sport Fishinc and the 
'a-- . --nership Council to: %a -,inc 

(a) monitor specific ?edeGal activitis 
a.lfeCtLng ac;tlaiiC systems and the recrtational fisheries t>.ev 
suppcri ; A 

lb) review and evaluate the relarion of Federal oolicies 
32d activities to the sEatUS and condizims of recreational 
fishery resources; and 

(c) _crepare an annual report cf its activities, 
and recommendations for submission to the 

findings, 
Loordination Council. 

a. 6. Judicial Review. This order 
t3 improve 

is intended oniy 
t.he internal management of :he executive branch 

and ii is not intended to create any richt, benefit or trust 
responsibility, substantive or procedur;l, enforceable at law 
cr equity by a party against the United States, its agencies, 
its officers, or any other person. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

TXE WHITE HOUSE, 
Zune 7, 1995. 


